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What Al tools are you using?

¥ Claude ChatGPT Gemini
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How are you using Al for coding?
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There's a new kind of coding | call "vibe coding", where you fully give in to
the vibes, embrace exponentials, and forget that the code even exists.
It's possible because the LLMs (e.g. Cursor Composer w Sonnet) are
getting too good. Also | just talk to Composer with SuperWhisper so |
barely even touch the keyboard. | ask for the dumbest things like
"decrease the padding on the sidebar by half" because I'm too lazy to
find it. | "Accept All" always, | don't read the diffs anymore. When | get
error messages | just copy paste them in with no comment, usually that
fixes it. The code grows beyond my usual comprehension, I'd have to
really read through it for a while. Sometimes the LLMs can't fix abugso |
just work around it or ask for random changes until it goes away. It's not
too bad for throwaway weekend projects, but still quite amusing. I'm
building a project or webapp, but it's not really coding - | just see stuff,
say stuff, run stuff, and copy paste stuff, and it mostly works.
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Activity setup

1. Everyone should participate on their own laptop
* Feel free to sit with others and help each other

2. Use your project repo or clone a fresh copy of NodeBB
» https://github.com/CMU-313/NodeBB

3. Open an Al chat in the browser
 ChatGPT, Gemini, or Claude

* For these tasks, use Al as much as possible

« Attempt to do exactly what the Al says
« If it does something wrong, make it fix it
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https://github.com/CMU-313/NodeBB

 For these tasks, use Al as much as
possible

« Attempt to do exactly what the Al says
- If it does something wrong, make it fix it

butter and jelly sandwich. f

> Pl O 1:28/777 e @ & & O L:]

Exact Instructions Challenge - THIS is why my kids hate me. | Josh Darnit

@ ‘11 : @ iy 60K GJ £ Share 4 Ask & clip

3.4M views 8 years ago

Exact Instructions Challenge PB&J edition

Another Challenge with Johnna and Evan: » + Bean Boozled Challenge with Josh Darn...
...more
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Part #1

ChatGPT 03-mini v

« Ask the Al to explain
how the NodeBB

How does voting work in the open source project,

voting functionality is Node8s?
implemented in your 5 o
Own WO rd S Reasoned about NodeBB voting process for 15 seconds v

[} . . The user asks about voting in NodeBB, which is a forum software built on
« Don't give it any code

Node.js. | need to figure out how its voting functionality works. NodeBB

doesn't have a built-in voting plugin, but it does use a "polls" plugin for

e Does itlook correct?

Write down: Something it told you that you
 How would we know?

think is correct and something incorrect
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Pa rt 2 Write down: Where it told you and if it
was correct, partially correct, or wrong

* Ask specifically where in Nodese
the code is the voting sorne
mEChanlsm handIEd? GO General Discussion
C h e C k A place to talk about whatever you want

2 topics 2 posts

° DO not prOV|de any COde ® Alltags .5 Recently Replied 3
to the Al
. o Prof. Henley is my second fav prof ever >9000 23K 5@[)\/1 Everyone has replied
* Follow the Al's advice as -
precisely as possible @ Vom0 vour oo S g [ Noonm e e
about 3 hours ago ~ ™ ®

e s it correct?
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Write down: Something it told you that
Pa rt 3 you know is false

NodeBB

- Task: Make any votes by
admins count as 5 points | r
General Discussion

A place to talk about whatever you want

« Do not provide any code

to the Al W Alltags 17 Recently Replied X
* Follow the Al's advice as

precisely as possible @ o ey is my second favprofever 19000 23K Gy | Eerstasreis
about 2 hours ago R 0 ©@

. o Welcome to your NodeBB! 0 ] o | Noone has replied
* IS it correct? o L2

« What did you ask it?
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Pa rt 4 Write down: What went wrong?

NodeBB

- Task: Make any votes by
admins count as 5 points | r
General Discussion

A place to talk about whatever you want

W Alltags 17 Recently Replied X
* Follow the Al's advice as
preC|Se|y as pOSSlble 0 Prof. Henley is my second fav prof ever >9900 Z_gK 5g| Everyone has replied

about 2 hours ago

No one has replied

o Welcome to your NodeBB! 0 ]

* IS it correct? :
« What did you ask it?
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Let's try Cursor: https://www.cursor.com

J CURSOR PRICING FEATURES ENTERPRISE BLOG FORUM CAREERS Sl & DowNLOAD

CHAT COMPOSER
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Part

- Task: Make any votes by
admins count as 5 points ;

« Use Cursor to complete
the task

 Was this better?

JS app.js

Software and Societal
Systems Department

S3

JS app.js

'use strict';

require('./require-main');

const nconf = require('nconf');

nconf.argv().env({

separator: '__ ',

I H

const winston = require('winston');
const path = require('path');

const file = require('./src/file');
process.env.NODE_ENV = process.env.NODE_ENV || 'production';

global.env = process.env.NODE_ENV || 'production';

const configFile = path.resolve(__dirname, nconf.any(['config',

const configExists = file.existsSync(configFile) || (nconf.get(
const prestart = require('./src/prestart');

prestart. loadConfig(configFile);

prestart.setupWinston();

prestart.versionCheck();
winston.verbose('x using configuration stored in: %s', configFi

Write down: How does Cursor compare
to ChatGPT/Gemini/Claude?

New chat
Js app.js

Make it so that votes from admin users are worth 5
points

A

I'll help you implement this feature. First, let me
search for the relevant code that handles voting
functionality.

Let me search more specifically for the code that
handles the actual voting functionality.

Let me check the socket.io helpers file since it
seems to contain the core voting functionality.

@ s appjs
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Part

 Task: Ask Cursor to
complete one of your
tasks from P1 or P2

 Use a fresh NodeBB clone

« How does its solution
compare to yours?

JS app.js
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Write down: Is its solution different? How?

Js app.js m - New chat

Js

Js app.js
‘use strict'; Make it so that votes from admin users are worth 5

points
require('./require-main');

const nconf = require('nconf');

nconf.argv().env({ A
separator: '__ ',
HH
I'll help you implement this feature. First, let me
search for the relevant code that handles voting

functionality.

const winston = require('winston');
const path = require('path');

const file = require('./src/file');

Let me search more specifically for the code that
process.env.NODE_ENV = process.env.NODE_ENV || 'production'; handles the actual voting functionality.
global.env = process.env.NODE_ENV || 'production';

Let me check the socket.io helpers file since it

const configFile = path.resolve(__dirname, nconf.any(['config' . . . )
9 p — ' 971 seems to contain the core voting functionality.

const configExists = file.existsSync(configFile) || (nconf.get(

const prestart = require('./src/prestart');
@ s appjs
prestart. loadConfig(configFile);
prestart.setupWinston();
prestart.versionCheck();
winston.verbose('x using configuration stored in: %s', configFi
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Discussion —

« What did these tools do well? i .
* What did these tools do badly?
« Any other potential consequences? )000 | ' 0
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